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Our Community Involvement Policy




We believe that community concerns are best addressed in our local communities. Our grassroots style of giving enables our Associates to identify and support organizations that are improving the quality of life right in their local communities. We empower our Associates to determine the best ways for our Stores, Sam's Club and Distribution Centers to be involved locally. Consequently, associates direct the vast majority of our funding initiatives in their own communities. 

Wal-Mart's community involvement approach is a unique one. Associates combine financial and volunteer support to assist organizations in making a positive difference. Many of our community involvement programs require and encourage our Associates to be directly involved with community non-profit organizations and their projects. When we support national causes, we require that funds stay in the local community to benefit the area where they are raised. [image: image2.png]Associates
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What We Fund
Our associates and customers know where Wal-Mart can help the most, and we take great pride in getting involved and seeing the results of our efforts in person. View Major Contributions. 

Programs
Cash donations through Wal-Mart Stores, Inc. and the Wal-Mart & Sam’s Club Foundation exceeded a record $270 million in 2006. While we support many organizations and national causes, it has always been our goal to look for ways we can help improve the local communities where our Company associates and customers live. Some of our giving achievements for last year include: 

· Education
Wal-Mart contributed more than $57 million in education initiatives through student scholarships, Wal-Mart’s Teacher of the Year program and local schools and universities.  $4.4 million was given to schools across the country in honor of the top teachers.  Since 1995, the Teacher of the Year program has recognized and rewarded over 25,000 teachers. 

· Military Support
In 2006, our support of our Military men and women continued through a partnership with Sesame Workshop.  Through a donation of nearly $1.5 million, Talk, Listen, Connect, continues to be distributed at no cost to military families in an effort to help children cope with the stresses of military life.  This bilingual multi-media outreach kit focuses on the three phases of deployment that many families face during this difficult time.  For more information please visit www.sesameworkshop.com.  Through our partnership with Operation Homefront and America Supports You, “Operation Christmas” provided $500,000 in toys and gifts for military families with members deployed overseas. 

· Disaster Relief
Communities in need can't wait. That is why Wal-Mart has given millions each year to cities and small towns needing help due to unforeseen tragedies. In 2006, nearly $2 million in cash and products were donated in support of 75 disaster relief operations in 35 states.    

· The World Of Medicine
Children's Miracle Network (CMN), a national organization that directs funding to the 170 children's hospitals across the country, has always been one of the greatest benefactors of Wal-Mart giving. Last year the Wal-Mart & Sam’s Club Foundation provided more than $3.9 million in direct support of the Children's Miracle Network. In addition to this support, grants and donations raised through Wal-Mart and Sam’s Clubs locations nationwide gave $32 million to CMN in 2006. 

· Child Safety & Missing Children
2006 marked a milestone of over 150 children being recovered as a direct result of Wal-Mart's Missing Children Boards. Since this partnership with the National Center for Missing and Exploited Children began in 1996, Wal-Mart stores have posted the pictures of more than 6,700 missing children, of which three out of four have been recovered. Wal-Mart also continues to promote Code Adam, a program created by Wal-Mart 11 years ago and used today by other businesses. The Code Adam procedure immediately alerts all employees to assist in finding children that are separated from their parents in a Wal-Mart or Sam’s Club.  

· Volunteerism Always Pays
As Wal-Mart grows into new markets, so does one of the largest volunteer programs in the U.S. Wal-Mart's associate volunteer program, Volunteerism Always Pays (V.A.P.), recorded nearly 1 million hours volunteered by associates in 2006. As a result of our continued volunteer activity, the program gives approximately $5 million each year to organizations where Wal-Mart and Sam’s Club associates volunteer. 

What Is Eligible? 
· 501(c)3 organizations - The agency must be in good standing with the IRS and will be verified electronically through the IRS website. 

· Schools - Public, parochial and private. (501(c)3 guideline restrictions may apply.) 

· Religious Organizations - Funding is directed to projects whose activities impact the general community, not a single group. 

· Government Agencies - A funding confirmation letter from government body may be requested. 

· Civic and Veterans Groups - Organizations must have a valid 501(c)4, 501(c)19 or 501(c)6 tax id number. Funds must be used for a project benefiting the community.

What Is Not Eligible? 

· Annual meetings 

· Capital campaigns 

· Endowments 

· Faith-based organizations whose projects primarily benefit their members or adherents 

· Film and video projects 

· Individuals 

· Organizations outside the United States or Puerto Rico 

· Political causes 

· Program advertising 

· Projects whose funds are used for benefit outside the local community 

· Travel 

· Programs outside Wal-Mart communities

The cornerstone of the Wal-Mart community involvement effort is our Community Grant program. All requests for funding must be directed to the Community Involvement Coordinator at your local Wal-Mart store, Sam’s Club, Neighborhood Market or Distribution Center. Proposals mailed directly to the Wal-Mart Foundation will not be considered. 


	
	
	
	


