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TelecomPioneers

Answering the call of those in need

TelecomPioneers Organization

The Pioneers were founded in 1911 and live by three proud values; service, loyalty and fellowship.  TelecomPioneers is the largest industry-related volunteer organization in the world, with chapters located throughout the United States, Canada and Mexico.  TelecomPioneers is comprised of almost 600,000 current and retired telecommunications employees who have joined together to make their communities better places in which to live and work.

The Pioneers support a broad spectrum of community programs centering on education, the environment, health and human services and life enrichment.   Included are such projects as educational and literacy projects, the Adopt-a-Highway Program, building ramps for the elderly or physically-challenged, fund-raising for needy causes, providing events for physically or mentally challenged persons of all ages, supplying “clowns” to entertain the elderly, at children’s hospitals and community events, etc.

Recent Verizon - New Jersey Pioneers projects have included the following:

· Dictionary Project – Comprehensive dictionaries (including info on weights & measures, our 50 states, 7 continents, solar system, the Constitution & Declaration of Independence, Presidents’ biographies, and more) are presented to 3rd grade Elementary students.  
· Project Fresh Start – Kits with educational materials, personal hygiene items, business attire, and job-fare help (resume writing and interview skills) are provided to shelters for women reentering the workplace. 
· School Playground Maps – 20’x 40’ color-blocked USA maps & Solar System maps are painted on elementary school playgrounds to enhance teachers’ lesson plans.  
· Net Days - Pioneers re-wire schools for Internet Access.
· Edu-Packs - Book-bags filled with required and “fun” school materials are delivered to elementary school students.  
· 2006 / 16th Annual Sports Jamboree for physically challenged and visually impaired children.  Each year 50-60 children and their families are provided with an entire weekend of fun which includes meals, accommodations, entertainment and special competitive events.

· Pioneer Patriotism – Care packages for overseas military personnel and Vets are filled with personal hygiene items, school children’s’ hand-written notes, writing materials, games, etc.

· Hug-A-Bear Program - Provides handmade, fabric bears to Police, Fire, and EMT units to give comfort to small children during a traumatic event.

· Can Tab Collection – continues every year to support Ronald McDonald Houses.  
· Mammal Stranding Center, Brigantine – Our Pioneers built a floating dock, picnic table and concrete walkway, and we continue to support the Center.
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www.VerizonTelecomPioneers.org 
Telecom Downstate Chapter #01:   
George B. Pioneer / President

Mabel R. Smith / Vice-President

Four (4) Councils of active employees:  

Atlantic City-Vineland, Monmouth, Raritan Valley and Trenton
Six (6) Life Member Clubs for retirees:  

Asbury,  Camden,  Elizabeth,  Plainfield,  Burlington,  and  Vineland
For information on local Councils, Clubs  or  current projects, please contact us at 609-555-0001
