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TelecomPioneers




POWER UP TO READ

· How much do you know already?

Please take a few minutes to take the following Knowledge Assessment quiz. 

1. What does PUTR stand for? 
2. Who can register a tutor? 

3. What should I do if my student forgets a username or password to the Student Site? 

4. Can I change usernames or passwords after they've already been created? 

5. Can I use any web browser with PUTR (e.g., Internet Explorer, Netscape, Safari)? 

6. Where can I download the Flash player? 

7. Where can I get PowerPoint software? 

8. What is UDL? 

9. What are academic standards? 

10. Why is Power Up To Read designed for fourth and fifth graders? 

11. What is a folktale? 

12. What is informational text? 

13. I've never tutored before. Where should I start? 

14. How long does a typical tutoring session last? 

15. How do I know what level of support my student needs? 

16. What should I do if a computer is unavailable when I'm supposed to tutor? 

17. What should I do when my student has read all the books in PUTR? 

18. What activities can I do with my student off the computer? 

19. What should I do if I need to tutor a group rather than an individual? 

20. What should I do if I still have a question? 

1. What does PUTR stand for?

PUTR stands for Power Up To Read, the name of the web-based software tool used by TelecomPioneer Tutors to assist students with reading. It is pronounced "pewter," as in the second part of the word "computer." PUTR has two areas on its web site, one for tutors and one for students. 



2. Who can register a tutor?

Only a Pioneer member may register a tutor. Registration is completed via the <Management> tab in the Tutor Center. Pioneers may register (1) themselves or (2) someone else as a tutor for a single student or multiple students. A non-Pioneer may not register a tutor. Both Pioneer tutors and non-Pioneer tutors may register their own students. 



3. What should I do if my student forgets a username or password 

to the Student Site?

TelecomPioneers will not be collecting student email addresses so students will be unable to use the automated <Forgot Password> feature, and will be directed to contact their tutor for their login information. To retrieve student usernames and passwords, go to http://putr.telecompioneers.org and log in with your tutor username and password. You will be directed to the Tutor Center, click the <Management> tab and then the <Tutor and Student Management> link. Tutors will see the roster of their registered student usernames and passwords. 



4. Can I change usernames or passwords after they've already been created?

Yes, you can. Go to the PUTR homepage at http://putr.telecompioneers.org and log in with your username and password. Select the <Management> tab, click the <Tutor and Student Management> link and then the <Edit> button next to the tutor's or student's name you wish to change. Make the revisions and select <Save changes>. Note: students do not have access to change their username or password. 



5. Can I use any web browser with PUTR (e.g., Internet Explorer, Netscape, Safari)?

If you are working on a PC, we recommend Internet Explorer or FireFox                          (see Management>System Requirements for minimum requirements). 

If you are working on a Mac, we recommend Safari or FireFox (see Management>System Requirements for minimum requirements). 



6. Where can I download the Flash player?

The Flash player, which is required to use PUTR, can be downloaded for free at http://www.adobe.com/products/flashplayer. If you are working on a school computer, check with the school's IT (Information Technology) department before downloading new software. This process might require administrative access to the school network. 



7. Where can I get PowerPoint software?

PowerPoint is not a requirement for using PUTR, but is needed for the digital option for the Story Retelling activity (see Tutoring Tips>After Reading). PowerPoint is not free. It usually comes bundled with the Microsoft Office suite of tools, along with Word, Outlook, and Excel. Check with the school to inquire about its availability at your tutoring site. If you do not have access to PowerPoint, use the printable version of the Story Retelling activity. 



8. What is UDL?

Universal Design for Learning (UDL) is a framework for teaching and learning that provides multiple pathways so that each student can gain knowledge, skills, and enthusiasm for learning. (See Research & Standards>UDL for more information). 



9. What are academic standards?

Academic learning standards provide guidelines for what students should know and be able to do at each grade level and in each subject area (See Research & Standards>Academic Standards for more information). 



10. Why is Power Up To Read designed for fourth and fifth graders?

In grades one through three, students are "learning to read:" acquiring the basic skills necessary for decoding words, or "breaking the code." The curriculum focuses on teaching students letter-sound correspondence, sight word recognition, and the like. By fourth grade, students begin "reading to learn:" building reading comprehension strategies so that they can read for understanding rather than focusing on how to read. This shift in emphasis is challenging for many learners who lack a strong foundation in reading mechanics, and they could begin to fall behind. PUTR helps tutors provide expert help at the time students most need it. 



11. What is a folktale?

A folktale is a short narrative handed down through oral tradition that has been retold within a culture for generations and is well known because of repeated storytelling. Folktales include legends, myths, epics, and fables, and they often teach a lesson or moral. Most folktales eventually move from the oral tradition to written form. Written folktales are considered fiction text, in contrast to nonfiction, or informational text. 



12. What is informational text?

Informational text, also called nonfiction text, presents factual information rather than fictitious events. Nonfiction is presented in a variety of ways, including simple picture books and chapter books, as well as complex textbooks and encyclopedias. Nonfiction texts use informational text structures such as description, compare/contrast, and cause/effect. 



13. I've never tutored before. Where should I start?

To begin, become familiar with PUTR by exploring the Guided Tour and Guided Practice sections under the Tutorials tab. Use the tour to learn about the research base and teaching ideas behind PUTR. Take the guided tour where your coach, Terry, will suggest particular features to try out. Try the vocabulary links, and respond to Stop and Think points using the Reading Coaches as models for how you can support student reading. You may want to read through the rest of Tutor Center as well—either online, or by downloading a Printable Tutor Guide. 



14. How long does a typical tutoring session last?

Every tutor's situation varies, but a good rule of thumb is to schedule 30–45 minutes for tutoring. This provides adequate time for setting daily goals, reading and responding to the texts, and reflecting on the session through discussion or a short activity. Depending on your student, most PUTR books will take several sessions to complete. (See Tutoring Tips>Getting Started for more guidance). 



15. How do I know what level of support my student needs?

For the first session or two, plan to work at Level 1. This level provides the strongest coaching support and will help your student learn how to respond to the strategy prompts. As you work, listen to your student and check the worklog to evaluate her progress. If your student excels at level 1, experiment with using a little less support, such as that provided in levels 2–4. (See Tutoring Tips>Before Reading for ideas). 



16. What should I do if a computer is unavailable when I'm supposed to tutor?

Always plan ahead for those unexpected days when computers are malfunctioning or unavailable. It's wise to print out some of the PUTR materials in advance, such as the Activities from the Student Site (Story Retelling, Quick Checks, Message-gram, and Bookmarks). You can also bring the bound copies of the books or print out extra hardcopies of the PUTR texts and encourage your student to practice the comprehension strategies. (See Research & Standards>Reading Comprehension Strategies). 

When you are tutoring offline, your role is to be a Reading Coach, just like those in the program (see Features>Reading Coaches). You can prompt the student to predict, clarify, visualize, summarize, ask a question, or make a feeling connection. If they are needed, you can offer hints, just like Digs. If your student requires additional support, you can share your thinking and model how you would respond to the prompt, just like Tek and Pat. 



17. What should I do when my student has read all the books in PUTR?

Reading materials can be found in a variety of places—the classroom, the library, and even on the Internet (see Resources>Books & Websites). When choosing materials to read with your student, use the student's passions and interests as your guide. Reading materials that are interesting—whether they are books, magazines, or even comic books—will motivate students to work harder to understand what they read. Some people use the "five finger rule" to determine if a book is at the right reading level for a child. Open the book to any page and have the student start reading aloud. Any time there's a word she doesn't know immediately (either she can't decode it or she doesn't know what it means), have her put up one finger. If she gets to five fingers before the end of the page, the book is probably too hard. 



18. What activities can I do with my student off the computer?

When working offline, you can have your student keep a reading journal, retell stories, join you in booktalks, and send message-grams (see Tutoring Tips>After Reading). You can also do anything else that you and your student feel inspired to do in response to the reading! Here is a short list of ideas: 

· Make an advertisement for the book. 

· Convert the book into a play, poem, game, newspaper article, or song. 

· Write an alternate ending. 

· Rewrite the book for a younger audience. 

· Write a letter to the author. 

· If the book is fiction, write a nonfiction version, and vice versa. 

· Decorate a cereal box or design a poster with key words and images from the book. 

· Compare one version of a book with another version, or with a movie version. 



19. What should I do if I need to tutor a group rather than an individual?

Group tutoring can happen in a variety of contexts. You might have students working on their own computers, you might have several students sharing computers, or you might all be working together on one computer. 

When working with a group of students gathered around one computer, you might have the text read aloud by the computer, then, at the Stop and Think point, have the students listen to one or more Reading Coaches and orally compose a response together. You can type in the response yourself or have students take turns typing it in. 

Once you help a small group establish a turn-taking routine, feel free to participate as one of the group members by offering your own thoughts and ideas when the occasion arises. By doing this, you're providing a good model of a learner who works well with others. 



20. What should I do if I still have a question?

Contact TelecomPioneers by phone at (800) 976-1914 or by e-mail at resource@telecompioneers.org. 



· How do I gain access to the on-line system?

1. You will need to acquire a LOGIN and PASSWORD

Following is a list of Chapter coordinators and their contact information who you will contact to obtain your Login and Password.   

POWER UP TO READ CHAPTER COORDINATORS

	CHAPTER
	COORD. NAME
	EMAIL/TEL

	GROUP
	Deborah Foley
	Deborah.L.foley@verizon.com
508-624-1397

	AGB
	Denise Darden-Woody
	denise.darden-woody@verizon.com
301-595-2322

	DENVER
	Chris Casino
	Casino.girl@verizon.net
413-447-8766

	EMPIRE
	Gabe Olah
	jagapare@frontiernet.net
800-273-9141

	EXCELSIOR
	Sheila Dilmore
	sddilmore@verizon.net
607-562-8004

	FT. PITT
	Marilyn Stevens
	marilyn.stevens4@comcast.net   
412-633-2105

	KELLER
	Betsi Dupont
	jadupont@verizon.net
207-883-2535

	KINNARD
	Charlie Hoke
	charliehoke@aol.com
717-463-1998

	LIBERTY BELL
	Maggie Witkowski
	m.b.witkowski@verizon.com
215-483-1051

	MARYLAND
	Nancy Mazepa
	nancy.w.mazepa@verizon.com
410-393-6649

	MCCULLY-DN
	Cynthia Douglas
	

	MCCULLY-UP
	Cynthia Wilson
	cynthia.d.wilson@verizon.com
973-649-3991

	NOVA
	John Lynch
	John Lynch/EMPL/NY/Verizon@VZNotes

212-602-5499


POWER UP TO READ CHAPTER COORDINATORS (cont.)

	OLD DOMINION
	Linda Dudley
	LWD547@earthlink.net
540-890-2641

	PAUMANOK
	Jeanie Muller
	jmul1064@verizon.net
631-525-1441

	SHERWIN
	Jim Brogan
	jjbrog3@aol.com
508-243-3498

	VZ WEST
	Stephaney Laluzerne
	stephaney.laluzerne@verizon.com
425-261-6691

	W. VIRGINIA
	Geneva Templin
	Sgftemp@aol.com
304-233-1882

	FRONTIER
	Kim Hosmer
	kim.hosmer@frontiercorp.com
585-214-0877

	TELCORDIA
	Jackie Gunn
	J.Gunn5@verizon.net



· How do I access the PUTR website?

1.  www.TelecomPioneers.org
Under CURRENT PROJECTS: 

Click on Power Up To Read

To access the Logon Screen:  

Click on http://putr.telecompioneers.org 

2. Or go directly to: 

http://putr.telecompioneers.org 

***Save this link in your FAVORITES list.

· How do I become familiar with PUTR

There are several ways to become familiar with the PUTR program. 

1. ON-LINE TRAINING  

2. READ THE MATERIAL

3. READ THE COORDINATOR EMAILS

4. GET INVOLVED WITH A PROGRAM 

1. ON-LINE TRAINING  

Best Way - is to join an on-line Webex session that Kari Biesendorfer of the TCP facilitates during each month. 

The schedule can be found in the Pioneer Projects and Programs Periodicals each month. 
All issues of the Pioneer Projects and Programs Periodical are on the TCP website at: http://www.telecompioneers.org/projects/periodical.aspx
2. READ THE PROGRAM MATERIAL

Next Best Way - is to log on to the PUTR website (http://putr.telecompioneers.org ) and read through the various tabs to become familiar with the program and it's content. You will want to become familiar with the program in this manner as a follow-up to the Webex intro. 
3. READ THE COORDINATOR EMAILS

The Verizon Group coordinator (Deb Foley) has conference calls every month with the TCP coordinator and representatives from the other Pioneer groups.

In turn, Deb sends out information, ideas and action items associate with the program to all the Chapter coordinators. Chapter coordinators are encouraged to send this information to all the Tutors in their Chapter.  

4. GET INVOLVED WITH A PROGRAM

Finally, get involved! Here are some ways for Pioneers to partner. 

· Bring it to your local Boys and Girls Clubs – some have 1 hour tutoring times implemented in their daily schedule.

· Bring it to a residential treatment center – they need programs for their schools and the treatment counselors could use this as a group lesson in the dorms.

· Bring it to a high school and let the advanced placement, honor society or student council groups tutor 4th and 5th graders.

· Bring it to a local college – Fraternities & Sororities are always looking for community service projects.

· Do you know a Big Brother or Big Sister – they could use this program w/ their “little.”

· Use it with your kids, grandkids, nieces and nephews, neighbor kids, etc.

· What about setting up a tutoring time at a local shelter for women and kids?

· Spend some time at a Ronald McDonald House tutoring live-in patients. 

· How about leading a class at the local Recreation center 1 hour a week (after school or on the weekend for 8 weeks?)

· Bring it to any youth center – they are always looking for programs to use.
· SHARE YOUR IDEAS
Sharing our ideas and successes only helps to enhance the program and grow more confident in our work. 

· Send your successes to your Chapter Coordinator via email.

· Share them at your Chapter, Council/Region and Club meetings

· Share them with the Verizon Group Coordinator so I may show the TCP and the other companies our success stories.

· KEY ELEMENTS OF THE PROGRAM – TUTOR
As a Tutor in the program you will have access to the following Tabs/Data:

1. Management

2. Tutoring Tips

3. Features

4. Tutorials

5. Student Work

6. Research & Standards

7. Resources

Let’s take a minute and review what each Tab has to offer. 

· IN THE CLASSROOM (hands-on simulation w/volunteer)
Welcome class to Power Up To Read, PUTR for short. 

Today we are going to introduce you to a new and exciting way you can access four on-line books. Two folk tales and two science related books. 

1) Why does the sun travel across the sky 

1a) About the Sun

2) Hungry Spider and Turtle

2a) About Spiders

You may select any of the four books as well as a level to challenge your thinking and reading goals. 

In today’s class we will be reading the folktale Hungry Spider and Turtle

and because we are just beginning, let’s click on the green level 1 in the Select a Level  section. Then click the GO button. 

At the top of your screen you have some activity buttons to use as you work your way through the book. Let’s review them:

· Home

· Glossary

· Journal

· Strategy Help

· Resources

· Activities

· Worklog

· Logout

You also have a page turner that looks like this (-Cover -(
This allows you to turn the pages of the book Forward to the next page-(
or Back to a previous page (- 

The cover of this book says that it is “An Ashanti tale Retold by Nicole Strangman” Does anyone know the word Ashanti?

Let’s click on the Glossary activity button and see if we can find out what the definition of Ashanti is. 

· GLOSSARY

Click on Glossary

Find the word Ashanti and Click on that.

In the left pop up box it tells us a definition of the word, an example of how to use it in a sentence, how it is pronounced in Spanish and a related picture. 


As we go through the book, we will use the activity buttons along the way. 

If you have clicked any of the Activity buttons, you may return to the Text portion of the book by clicking on Return to the Text X  in the lower right corner of the page. 

We are now back at the Cover page. Let’s go to the next page by pressing the Next Page arrow -(
At the beginning of each page you will see a symbol that looks like this: 



This allows you to hear the storyteller and follow along as you read the story.

Click on the Sound symbol at the beginning of the first sentence to hear the storyteller and read along. (this is recommended only for 1 on 1 instruction or classes with headphones)

Just like at the beginning of the lesson, we clicked on the Glossary to find the word Ashanti, we can find words in the glossary that are underlined as we read our story. 

We already know Ashanti is the name of a tribe in Africa, so let’s click on appetite. 

  
Once you have read the definition of the word, you can click on Close X
in the upper right hand corner of the text box. 

As you read the story, you may encounter a blue diamond followed by a 

“think” link.

 Now is a good time to stop and think about the story


 
Click on the think link. 

This gives you the opportunity to stop and think about what you have just read and enter a response. 

You also have some friends who can be asked what their thoughts and response might be. In this lesson it is Tek, Digs and Pat.   

You can listen to what their thoughts and response would be by clicking on the Listen button. 

To return to the response page click on the Back button in the upper right hand corner of the pop-up page. 

You now have an opportunity to click on Digs and Pat and see or hear what their thoughts and response would be to the same question. 

· STRATEGY HELP

If you are not sure about what Predict or the other strategies mean, you can click on the strategy help tab. This will aid you in understanding What it is, Why you should do it, How you do it, as well as some Hints and Tips. Once you have read it, click on Return to the text.  

Now that you have had an opportunity to hear/read what Tek, Digs and Pat think, and to check your resources, type your response in the box labeled 

Type your response below: 

Once you have entered your response, press the save button in the bottom right hand corner of pop-up box. A character will appear and tell you when “your work has been saved”. Your work is saved in the worklog activity tab. 

· WORKLOG

Click on the worklog activity tab. It gives you two drop-down menus to view the worklog activities. 

· View Worklog by: 

This provides the opportunity to view all your strategy responses or just a particular one. Click on the drop down menu to see all of your options.  

· View Responses from: 

This provides the opportunity to see your responses for the strategy listed above for Today, Last 7 days or for All Sessions.

Once you have determined the strategy and time frame, press GO.

The strategy entries will be displayed for the designated time period.  

	Strategy Entries





	Date
	Page
	Level
	Strategy
	Support
	Response
	Revise

	9/10/07
10:55 AM
	1
	1
	predict
	







	I think spider will try and make friends with turtle
	revise


Return to the text

Go to the next Page -(
· JOURNAL ENTRY 

You may also keep a personal journal of your thoughts. 

Click on the journal activity tab. 

Enter a Name of your entry:

Click into the large box below the name and enter your journal thoughts.    

Click Save to keep your thoughts or cancel to not save the entry. 

Previously saved thoughts will also be displayed in the Past Entries section of the screen. 

Click on Next page -(
· ACTIVITIES

The Activities tab has four (4) activities related to this book. 

Your Tutor or Teacher may choose any or all of the activities to be used with the reading activity. 

As an example you may choose to download a template to write your own story   or print your own Bookmark.  

· RESOURCES

The resources tab provides you with links to other educations resource websites and recommended books related to the particular PUTR book being accessed at that time.  

· HOME

The Home tab will bring you back to your starting page where you can pick a new book to work with, pick a higher level or log out of the program by simply closing your browser. All data saved during the session will be captured for future reflection. 

· GUIDED TOUR

Log onto the Tutor Center (http://putr.telecompioneers.org/putr/teacher/tut_overview) and go to the Tutorials tab to take the self-paced Guided Tour and Guided Practice to become more familiar with the program and how it works.  You may also download a Tutor Guide from this site. 

· PURCHASING BOOKS, CDs, GUIDES and SUPPLIES 

Although it is recommended to use the on-line system to introduce PUTR to children in your area, paperback books and other PUTR instructional resources may also be purchased. 

In the management tab of the Tutor Center click on Ordering information. 

You have 3 ways to order your books and other related merchandise 

1. On line

2. Mail

3. Fax  

Refer to the website and download an order form to view the PUTR items 

that are available and the associated costs. 

CONGRATULATIONS!

YOU ARE NOW “POWERED UP”!

Now you are ready to roll out Power Up To Read in your Chapter.

You have the website, the knowledge, the experience and the resources to make it happen. 

This exciting new program from the TelecomPioneers will certainly catch on once it is introduced to your local schools, after school programs, literacy programs and home schooled children.

Best of luck and don’t forget to share your success stories!   

    Deb Foley-508-624-1397-deborah.L.foley@verizon.com

Ashanti


A group of people who live in the Ashanti region of Ghana, Africa.


Example sentence:


In social studies class we learned about different African tribes like the Ashanti.





La palabra en español es:


ashanti








appetite


A strong craving for food.


Example sentence:


I have a very healthy 


appetite right before dinner 


time.





La palabra en español es:


apetito
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