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Maryland TelecomPioneers - Volunteer Tips for Reading Aloud

· Try to be familiar with a book before you read it so you will read it well. If you know what's going on, you can be more expressive and can point out interesting things in the illustrations.

· Start by looking at the cover. Be sure to read the name of the author and illustrator. See if the child can predict what's going to happen in the story based on the cover.

· Read slowly and be expressive. Using different voices and tones keeps the child interested.

· Be sure to give the child plenty of time to look at the illustrations. Talk about what's going on in the pictures.

· Ask the children to participate. They like to play an active role by doing things like turning the pages, making sound effects, and saying or chanting the repeating lines.

· Don't feel that you have to read every single word. Sometimes the child is too young for long paragraphs or is feeling distracted.

· *Talk about the story and ask the child to predict what will happen next, or explain why something occurred. Bear in mind that some children will be impatient with this and just want you to read the story straight through. For them, it might be better to wait until the story is over to talk about what happened and have the child relate it to his/her own experiences. You may want to talk about how the story relates to your own experiences as well! 

Photo Contest

Send us a digital photo of you reading to the children and you could win the entire school extra books. You are eligible to enter each month you read… so keep those photos coming. The winning photo will run in the Spring/Summer newsletter. All digital prints can be sent to: PioneersRead@msn.com.  Although digital prints are preferred, other prints can be sent to the Pioneer Office, 99 Shawan Road, Rm. G8, Cockeysville, Md. 21030.  Please include your name, school, grade and reading date with each entry.

      Thank You Notes

Please ask the school to direct any thank you notes to:  Verizon and Maryland TelecomPioneers and send to the attention of: Mary Weber, 99 Shawan Road, Pioneer Office, G8, Cockeysville Maryland 21030. Please inform the teacher, principal, and children that the books are made possible through the generosity of Verizon and their support of our Educational Projects. 
